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Key Systems to Minimize ‘ p

Risk of Severe Losses - -

Overview

Owning a home involves protecting it from risks that could lead to severe financial and emotional losses. Technological
advancements have provided homeowners with several practical solutions to minimize these risks. The most impactful
systems to safeguard your home include water leak detection systems, central fire alarms, burglar alarms, insulating pipes
and wildfire protection.

Water damage is a major concern for homeowners, often resulting from leaks in
pipes, appliances or roofing. If not addressed promptly, it can lead to extensive
repairs and mold growth. Water leak detection systems are designed to identify
leaks early and prevent significant damage.

- Sensors: Placed in areas prone to leaks, such as under sinks, near water
heaters or around washing machines, these sensors detect the presence of
water.

- Alarms: When a leak is detected, the system triggers an alarm to alert
homeowners. Advanced systems can also send notifications to your
smartphone.

« Automatic shut-off: Some systems can automatically shut off the water
supply to prevent further damage.

- Early detection: Helps catch small leaks before they become major issues.

- Damage prevention: Reduces the risk of significant water damage and mold. - . ("“

« Peace of mind: Offers reassurance, especially when away from home. ¥



Central Fire Alarms

Fire alarms are critical to home safety. A central fire alarm
system integrates smoke and heat detectors throughout
your home, providing comprehensive coverage.

How They Work

« Smoke detectors: Detect smoke particles in the air and
trigger an alarm.

« Heat detectors: Monitor temperature changes to identify
fires that may not produce much smoke.

« Central monitoring: Connects to a central monitoring
service that alerts emergency responders if a fire is
detected.

Benefits

« Rapid response: Immediate notification to emergency
services can minimize damage and save lives.

- Coverage: Provides extensive monitoring throughout
the home, including hard-to-reach areas.

« Integration: Can be integrated with home automation
systems for additional features like smart notifications
and control over HVAC systems.

Burglar Alarms

Burglar alarms are essential for deterring and responding
to unauthorized entry into your home. They come in various
forms, from basic systems to sophisticated smart alarms.

How They Work

- Motion sensors: Detect movement in and around
the home, triggering alarms if unexpected activity is
detected.

« Door and window sensors: Alert you when doors or
windows are opened or tampered with.

« Central control panel: Monitors the various sensors and
triggers alarms through loud sirens or silent alerts to a
monitoring service.

Benefits

- Deterrence: Visible alarms and security signs can deter
burglars from attempting to break in.

- Emergency alerts: Immediate notifications to authorities
can prevent theft and vandalism.

« Remote monitoring: Many modern systems offer remote
access via smartphone apps, allowing you to monitor
your home from anywhere.

Insulate Pipes to Protect from Freezes

Pipe Insulation

- Foam insulation: Wrap pipes with foam insulation
sleeves or pipe insulation tape, especially in unheated
areas like basements, attics and crawl spaces.

- Heat tape: Apply electric heat tape to pipes to keep
them warm. This tape can be plugged in and wrapped
around the pipe to provide additional warmth.

Pipe Insulation Benefits

« Prevents freezing: Insulation helps keep the
temperature of the pipes above freezing.

- Energy efficiency: Improves overall energy efficiency by
maintaining consistent temperatures.

Seal Drafts

Insulate Areas

«  Windows and doors: Ensure windows and doors are
properly sealed to prevent cold air from entering. Use
weatherstripping or caulking around gaps.

« Attic and basement: Check for gaps and seal them
with spray foam or insulation to prevent cold air from
reaching pipes.

Draft Protection Benefits

« Maintains temperature: Keeps the interior of your home
warmer, reducing the risk of pipes freezing.

- Energy savings: Reduces heating costs by preventing
warm air from escaping.



Keep the Heat On

Maintain Consistent Temperature

Con
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Thermostat: Keep your home’s thermostat set to a
consistent temperature, even when you’re away. Avoid
setting it lower than 55°F (13°C) during severe storms.
Space heaters: Use space heaters safely in areas
where pipes are vulnerable, but ensure they are used
according to manufacturer instructions to avoid fire
hazards.

sistent Heating Benefits

Prevents freezing: Maintains a warm environment
that helps prevent pipes from reaching freezing
temperatures.

Protects plumbing: Ensures that all parts of your
home, including those with plumbing, remain at a safe
temperature.

Faucets Drip

Prevent Pressure Buildup

Drip faucets: Allow a small trickle of water to flow from
faucets connected to pipes running through unheated
spaces. This reduces the pressure in the pipes and
helps prevent freezing.

Temperature-sensitive faucets: In extremely cold
weather, you may want to drip both hot and cold
faucets.

Dripping Faucet Benefits

Reduces risk: Keeps water moving, which lowers the
chance of freezing and bursting.

Minimizes pressure: Eases pressure build-up in the
event of a partial freeze.

Disconnect Hoses and Winterize Outdoor
Faucets

Prepare Outdoor Plumbing

Hose removal: Disconnect and drain garden hoses and
store them indoors.

Faucet covers: Use insulated covers on outdoor faucets
to protect them from freezing temperatures.

Winterizing Benefits

Prevents freezing: Protects outdoor faucets and pipes
from freezing.

Reduces damage: Minimizes the risk of outdoor
plumbing freezing and bursting.

Seal Unused Chimneys and Vents

Prevent Cold Air Entry

Chimney caps: Install a chimney cap to prevent cold air
from entering and causing drafts.

Vent covers: Use vent covers or block unused vents to
prevent cold air from entering the home.

Sealing Benefits

Minimizes drafts: Reduces the amount of cold air
reaching the interior of your home.

Protects plumbing: Helps maintain a consistent
temperature around your pipes.

Monitor Weather Conditions

Stay Informed

Weather alerts: Keep an eye on weather forecasts and
receive alerts about severe storms and extreme cold.

Plan ahead: Prepare and implement preventive
measures before severe weather hits.

Protecting your home from frozen pipes during
severe storms requires a combination of insulation,
temperature control, and proactive measures. You
can significantly reduce the risk of frozen pipes and
potential water damage by insulating pipes, sealing
drafts, maintaining consistent heat and implementing
other preventive strategies. These efforts help
safeguard your property while contributing to a more
comfortable and secure home environment.



Wildfire Vent Protection: Safeguarding Your Home from Fire Hazards

In regions prone to wildfires, protecting your home from the threat of fire is crucial. One often overlooked vulnerability is
the vents in your home, which can serve as entry points for embers and flames. Proper wildfire vent protection is essential
to prevent these fire hazards from entering your home. Considerations to make on safeguarding your home’s vents against
wildfires include the following:

Install Ember-Resistant Vents

Features

- Ember-resistant materials: Use vents made from materials that resist ignition and can withstand high temperatures.
Options include metal mesh or specially designed fire-resistant vents.

« Mesh screens: Install 1/8-inch metal mesh screens over vents to block embers from entering. Ensure the mesh is tightly
fitted and securely attached.

Benefits

« Prevents ember entry: Stops embers from entering the home and igniting flammable materials.
- Durable protection: Provides long-lasting protection against high temperatures and burning embers.

Use Metal or Fire-Resistant Covers

Features

« Metal covers: Replace plastic or wooden vent covers with metal or fire-resistant covers. Metal covers can withstand
higher temperatures and prevent ember penetration.

- Fire-resistant coatings: Apply fire-resistant coatings to existing vent covers to enhance their protection.
Benefits

- Enhanced fire resistance: Metal and coated covers offer superior protection compared to traditional materials.
- Durability: Metal covers are more resilient and less likely to be damaged by extreme heat.
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Seal Vents During High-Risk Periods

Features

Temporary covers: Use temporary covers or seals to
block vents during periods of high wildfire risk. These
can be made from fire-resistant materials and easily
removed when not needed.

Sealants: Apply fire-resistant sealants around the edges
of vents to minimize gaps where embers might enter

Benefits

Additional protection: Provides an extra layer of defense
during high-risk times.

Flexibility: Allows for temporary protection that can be
adjusted based on risk levels

Regularly Clean and Maintain Vents

Features

Debris removal: Regularly clean vents to remove leaves,
pine needles and other debris that could catch fire or
block airflow.

Inspection: Periodically inspect vents for signs of
damage or wear and replace or repair as needed.

Benefits

Prevents accumulation: Reduces the risk of debris
igniting or obstructing the vent.

Maintains functionality: Ensures vents continue to
operate effectively while providing protection.

Implement Landscaping and Defensible Space

Features

Create defensible space: Maintain a defensible space
around your home by clearing flammable vegetation
and materials within a certain radius.

Fire-resistant landscaping: Use fire-resistant plants and
materials to reduce the risk of fire spreading to your
home.

Benefits

Reduces fire fuel: Minimizes the amount of combustible
material that could feed a fire near your vents.
Enhances overall protection: Provides a broader
defense strategy in conjunction with vent protection.

Upgrade to Wildfire-Resistant Building Materials

Features

Fire-resistant siding and roofing: Use non-combustible
or fire-resistant materials for your home’s exterior.
Fire-resistant vents: Consider installing vents specifically
designed to be fire-resistant and suitable for high-risk
areas.

Benefits

Comprehensive protection: Upgrading building
materials offers overall enhanced protection against
wildfires.

Long-term investment: Provides durability and safety
benefits beyond vent protection.

Protecting your home from wildfires involves a multifaceted approach, and vent protection is critical in
safeguarding against ember intrusion and flames. By installing ember-resistant vents, using metal or
fire-resistant covers, sealing vents during high-risk periods, maintaining and cleaning vents regularly,
implementing defensible space and upgrading to wildfire-resistant materials, you can help significantly reduce
the risk of fire entering your home through vents. These measures enhance the safety of your home while

contributing to overall wildfire preparedness and resilience.

Resource: https://www.chubb.com/us-en/individuals-families/campaign/chubb-at-home.html|
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How Brown & Brown Can Help

Connect with our Brown & Brown team to learn about our knowledge in your
industry, how we build our risk mitigation strategies and how we can aid your
business in building a cost-saving program.

B Brown & Brown

Find Your Solution at BBrown.com
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